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of a son for the deceased, if an adult who has left no son.
The adopted son usually is a near relative.

The dawn of the fourth day being the time when the soul
takes its flight to its permanent abode, there are solemn
prayers offered for mercy upon him in the hour of the judge-
ment at the 'Bridge of the Separator5. The ceremonies are
successively in honour of Mithra's assessors at the Bridge,
Rashnu and Arshtat, of Rama Khvastra, genius of the upper
air, of the Fravashis, and lastly of Sraosha, whose help is
implored thus for the soul in its journey of the hour. During
the rite in honour of the Fravashis a new suit of white clothes
is laid before the priest, in accordance with the words of the
Fravashis in their Yasht, calling for worship by one 'with
clothes in his hands' (zasta vastravasa). It seems to corre-
spond to the * All Souls* ritual of the ten days that close and
open the year when food is offered to the Fravashis, as in
a similar use in many other religions : it recalls thec unclothed*
condition of the disembodied soul.

Commemorative services are held likewise on the tenth and
thirtieth day, and on the anniversary, marked by gifts of food
and clothing to the poor, and prayers for the felicity of the
soul.1

Here, however, we enter on a field of acute controversy.
That prayer can benefit the soul during the first three days,
when judgement is not yet passed, is allowed by all. But
what about the prayers of later date ? Reformers insist that
they are simply invocations of the Fravashi, who cannot help
the living unless properly invoked. The learned among the
orthodox practically take the same line, when they set forth
their beliefs in statements addressed to the outsider. But
acute Parsi observers declare that this does not represent the
mind of the people as a whole. If these rites are merely com-

1 For a full and authoritative account of the funeral ceremonies of the
ParsiSj reference may be made to the pamphlet with this title by
Dr Jivanji Modi (2nd edition, Bombay, 1905). Dr Modi has expounded
these and other rituals in the Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics.